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Note for the SCG: 
The draft conclusions will be discussed on the meeting of 7/8 November 2002 and the final agreed version will be sent to the meeting of the Water Directors on 21/22 November 2002 in Copenhagen.

Agenda Item 5.8: 
Guidance document of Working Group 2.2 – 
Heavily modified water bodies (HMWB)

The final draft of the “Guidance document on identification and designation of heavily modified and artificial water bodies” was presented by Germany and UK, leaders of Working Group 2.2 (Heavily Modified Water Bodies, hereinafter HMWB), on 18 September 2002. The guidance document presents a practical procedure for identifying and designating HMWB and AW in accordance with the Water Framework Directive. The guidance is based on 34 case studies which were carried out in early 2002 by 12 Member States plus Norway, participating in the HMWB group and a series of background papers agreed by the working group. The summary report on the case studies was presented and endorsed at the last meeting of the Water Directors and is available on the website of the Scottish EPA
. 

The Strategic Co-ordination Group (hereafter referred as SCG) examined and discussed the guidance document on its meeting of 1 October 2002. At that meeting, the Strategic Co-ordination Group drew the following conclusions:

· The SCG congratulates the WG 2.2 for the timely finalisation of the guidance document and welcomes the presented draft guidance document as a successful output of the WG which will provide significant high quality guidance for the pilot testing and the further implementation process.

· The SCG identified and discussed the remaining open issue and came to the following conclusions: 

· scope of HMWB definition. The majority of the SCG supported a narrow definition as proposed by WG 2.2. However, F, SP, IT and Eurelectric maintain that a wider definition should be followed. In order to clarify this point, these parties plus A, FIN, N were asked to discuss their concerns with the WG 2.2 Leaders in order to  find possible solutions by 15th October. If no solution can be found, the delegations supporting a different view are invited to present their arguments in writing to the SCG by 22 October. 

· several other issues were raised, in particular by NL, FR, IT, EWA, Eurelectric. One main point was the question of the application of the good ecological potential vs. status as well as managing a large number of HMWB assessments. The SCG agreed that these open points should be addressed bilaterally with the WGL 2.2 leaders by 15 October. Only if these points cannot be resolved by editorial changes in the draft guidance, should they be reported back to the SCG. Again, the delegations are invited to present their different views in writing by 22 October.

· In any case, the WGL 2.2 leaders are invited to report on the outcome of the bilateral discussion to the SCG meeting of 7/8 Nov. 

· The SCG invites WG 2.2 to revise editorially and finalise the guidance document, where necessary, taking into account the outcome of the discussion on the SCG, in particular the above-mentioned points. 

· The SCG agrees to forward the final draft guidance document to the next Water Directors meeting for final examination and agreement. 

Following agreement at the SCG, the final revised draft guidance document was made available on the WFD CIRCA (folder: deliverables 2002
 under Working Groups/WG 2.2 – HMWB) for final examination and endorsement of the Water Directors on 15 October 2002. Furthermore, additional documents were made available on the changes since the last version, in particular a report on the outcome of the bilateral negotiations on specific issues. As regards the “scope of the HMWB definition” a compromise text was elaborated and integrated into the guidance. 

At its meeting of 7/8 November 2002, the Strategic Co-ordination Group re-examined the guidance document and, in particular, the changes that were introduced in response to the earlier comments. 

In addition to the earlier conclusions, the Strategic Co-ordination Group draws the following conclusions:

· The SCG welcomes the changes being introduced on the basis of earlier comments and thanks the WG leaders for their efforts to reach an agreement and for presenting a compromise text as regards the scope of the HMWB definition. 

· The SCG recognises that all open issues have been settled with the exception of the “scope of the HMWB definition”.

· The SCG also notes that proposed compromise text cannot be supported unanimously. Therefore a different approach for resolving this issue was discussed. 

· In order to resolve the open issue on the scope of the HMWB definition, the SCG agreed to go back to the original version of the guidance (of 13.09.2002) specifying the, so-called, “narrow approach”. However, in order to reflect the specific cases where, from a technical point of view, the “narrow approach” could lead to practical problems, an additional text element (max. 1 page) will be prepared by a drafting group. The drafting group has the mandate to prepare this text element but not to make amendments to the final draft of the guidance prepared by the WGL 2.2. 

· The drafting group is established by the SCG members of A, F, GR, I, N, P, SP and  SWE. The SP delegation offered to take the lead and to prepare a first draft by 12 November. The WGL 2.2 should be informed about the discussions of the drafting group.

· The final draft of the additional text prepared by the drafting group, will be distributed to Water Directors and to all members of the SCG by 15 November 2002. The stakeholders and NGOs are invited to present their views and position to this draft text in writing to the Water Directors by 19 November.  

· The SCG asks the Water Directors to discuss the additional document prepared by the drafting group and agree on how to include the text in the final guidance in the most appropriate way.

· The SCG recommends to the Water Directors to discuss and agree that the final draft of the guidance document and the policy summary being made available to a wider public and that the document is to be tested in the pilot river basins.
The comments of the SCG, with the exception of the additional text of the drafting group,  and any other final changes to the draft guidance shall be included immediately after the SCG and the final draft guidance document shall be made available on the WFD CIRCA (folder: deliverables 2002
 under Working Groups/WG 2.3 – HMWB) for final examination and endorsement of the Water Directors on 15 November 2002 at the latest. 
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� 	Number and title relates to draft agenda of SCG meeting of 7/8 November 2002. It will be modified after the SCG meeting in order to align it with the final agenda of the Water Directors meeting.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.sepa.org.uk/hmwbworkinggroup" ��www.sepa.org.uk/hmwbworkinggroup�


�� HYPERLINK http://forum.europa.eu.int/Members/irc/env/wfd/library?l=/working_groups/practices_planning/deliverables_2002&vm=detailed&sb=Title ��http://forum.europa.eu.int/Members/irc/env/wfd/library?l=/working_groups/heavily_modified/deliverables_2002&vm=detailed&sb=Title�
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